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All art is a gift. It is first of all a gift
that the maker can do it. It is then a gift to
someone else, whether they pay for it or not.
The wonder of it is that we cannot get the pro-
duction of these gifts stopped. Art is life seek-
ing itself. It is our intractable expressions of
love for the beauties, ideas and epiphanies we
regularly find. I framed the painting. It's now
hanging in our den. 'l have walked this earth
for 30 years, and, out of gratitude, want to

leave some souvenir.’
- Vincent Van Gogh
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Jhumpa Lahiri: An Introduction

Dr. Pankaj Luchan Gogoi
Asst. prof of English, Digboi Mahila Mahavidyalaya

The Indian American author Jhumpa Lahiri is a celebrated
figure in contemporary world literature. She was born on July
11, 1967 in London. She is the daughter of Amar Lahiri and
Tapati Lahiri. Her bhalonam (good name or official identification
to the outside world) is Nilanjana Sudeshna. Jhumpa is her
daknam (pet name) affectionately addressed to her by her
parents, family, and relatives. She was brought up in Kingston,
Rhode Island, United States after her father's relocation to the
U.S after he joined as librarian at University of Rhode Island
when she was barely two years old. She was enrolled in school
at Kindergarten in Kingston. Her teachers called her by her pet
name Jhumpa as it was comparatively easier to pronounce than
her good name Nilanjana. Since then, she has been known to
the world as Jhumpa Lahiri.

After graduating from South Kingston High School,
Jhumpa Lahiri completed her B.A. in English Literature from
Barnard College. She enrolled in Boston University for her
M.A .and completed her M.F.A. in Creative Writing and M. A.
in Comparative Literature. Later, she completed her Ph.D. in
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Renaissance Studies. These academic accomplishments in a way
reflect her brilliance as student and her quest for knowledge. So
far as her professional life is concerned, she was initially on a
fellowship for two years at Provincetown's Fine Arts Work
Centre. After that, she taught Creative Writing first at Boston
University, her alma mater, and later at the Rhode Island School
of Design. At present, Lahiri is a resident of Brooklyn, New
York with her husband Alberto Vourvoulias and two children
Octavio and Noor.

Jhumpa Lahiri began her literary career by writing short
stories in many American journals, including the prestigious New
Yorker. She published many of her prize-winning stories in these
journals. Since that promising beginning, she has written five
works of fiction, which includes Interpreter of Maladies (1999),
The Namesake (2003), Unaccustomed Earth (2009), The
Lowland (2013) and Whereabouts (2021). Of them, Interpreter
of Maladies and Unaccustomed Earth are collections of short
stories, and The Namesake, The Lowland and Whereabouts
(2021) are novels. Besides she has two works of non-fiction
that includes In Other Words (2015) and Jhumpa Lahiri's The
Clothing of Books (2015). Interpreter of Maladies is her debut
collection that brought her instant recognition worldwide. She
was awarded the prestigious Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2000,
the New Yorker Prize for Best First Book, the O. Henry Award
for Best American Short Stories, the PEN/Hemingway Award
for best fiction debut, The Transatlantic Review Award, The
Louisiana Review Award, and a Guggenheim Fellowship.
Besides, she received nomination for the Los Angeles Times
Award. Her second work The Namesake was made into a major
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motion picture by the noted film director Mira Nair. The movie
adaptation brought fame and accolade for Lahiri. Her third work
Unaccustomed Earth, a short story collection, won the 2008
Frank O' Connor International Short Story Award besides being
the book of the year for New York Times, Time and Outlook.
Her fourth work The Lowland, a novel also succeeded in earning
plaudits from both critics and readers. The novel was shortlisted
for both National Book Award and the prestigious Man Booker
Prize. Besides, she was awarded with many awards of repute,
and among them, a 2014 National Humanities Medal was
awarded by the former U.S. President Barack Obama. She is
also honoured with the Premio Internazionale Viareggio-Versilia
for In alter parole.

Jhumpa Lahiri's works Interpreter of Maladies, The
Namesake, Unaccustomed Earth, and The Lowland focus on
the lives of the Indian Diaspora in America who find themselves
located in a liminal space. These inter-generational subjectivities
seem to be at the crossroads of cultural identity. Their liminality
stems from the attempt to negotiate between the claims of
inheritance of tradition of the ancestral land and the demand of
the new and changing time and space. These four texts can be
from the purview of subjectivity located in a slippage. The
rigorous analyses of Lahiri's works and their dominant themes
would perhaps be able to unravel how diasporic subject-
positions attempt to come to terms with their in-between
condition and define their identity in a liminal space while
experiencing a strong connect towards their country of origin.
In the process of depicting such problematic of identity, the texts
seamlessly shuttle from personal life to social life and from the
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native country to the foreign country.

Jhumpa Lahiri's significance lies in her contribution to
diaspora literature, particularly Asian American literary studies.
Itis a broad area characterized by heterogeneous experiences
of people of different Asian countries as noted by Morris Young
in his review article on Rajini Srikanth's The World Next Door:
South Asian American Literature and the Idea of America (2006).
The rich diversity of the field is collectively formed by elements
of different cultures, religions, ethnicities, races, social classes,
sexuality, and so forth from different parts of Asia. In Asian
American literary studies, South-Asian American literature is an
unmistakable subfield that forms an integral part of experiences
of the people from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka
living mostly in North America. Writers like Indran
Amirthanayagam, Amitav Ghosh, and Tahira Naqvi have
contributed a lot to this field. In South-Asian American Literature
Jhumpa Lahiri is a renowned figure, whose works deal with the
problematic of Indian Americans in America. In this regard, her
name is often cited along with other writers who have contributed
to the field like Bharati Mukherjee and Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni. Ketu H. Katrak in her "The Aesthetics of
Dislocations: Writing the Hybrid Lives of South Asian Americans"
(2002) finds Non-Residential Indians (NRIs) as constituting
the Asian American or the South-Asian American subjectivity in
the works of Jhumpa Lahiri, Bharati Mukherjee, Chitra Banerjee
Divakaruni, Meena Alexander and Agha Shahid Ali.

Jhumpa Lahiri's success as a storyteller lies not only in
her nuanced postulation of the Indian American subjectivity in
her works but also in her remarkable craft of fiction. These works
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of fiction bear eloquent testimony to Lahiri's talent for storytelling
and the thematic richness of her literary world. Her craft as a
writer is aptly summed up by Amy Tan in the blurb from
Interpreter of Maladies: "The kind of writer who makes you
want to grab the next person you see and say 'Read this!"' Khaled
Hosseini in the blurb to Unaccustomed Earth comments, "Lahiri's
enormous gifts as a storyteller are on full play." Her prose is
simple, yet nuanced, and can arrest the attention of the readers
in profound ways. She portrays her characters across age,
gender, space, time and culture with understanding and
compassion. Her art of storytelling is appreciated everywhere,
as evident in the excerpts of reviews of leading newspapers and
magazines. Sukhdev Sandhu's observation on Jhumpa Lahiri's
prose in The Namesake in Daily Telegraph (that figures in the
blurb of the novel) best sum up her art:

Eloquent ... Lahiri's prose is striking. Spurning the antsy,
transcultural wordplay of many Asian-American authors, she
writes with journalistic precision. Like a Victorian urban
chronicler, she loves to amass inventories. Things matter to her
and to her characters; they are bulwarks against drift and
confusion. The Namesake is lucid, generous in its narrative scope,
and an extremely accomplished first novel. (Sandhu)

The thematic richness and brilliance of prose of Jhumpa
Lahiri is evident in all her works. She deals with the life of Indian
American diapora, and their formation of subjectivity in liminal
space in Interpreter of Maladies, The Namesake, Unaccustomed
Earth, and The Lowland. An understanding of subjectivity,
liminality and diaspora will be enabled by reading Lahiri's works
to a great extent.
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On the other hand, her In Other Words (2015) is a
work of non-fiction. It is an intensely personal work where she
shares her love story with the Italian. Originally, she wrote the
work in Italian as In altre parole and is translated into English
by Ann Goldstein as In Other Words. The work, an
autobiographical journey, is a testimony of her strong foray into
another language as a versatile writer who seeks a new voice
for self-reflection.

Jhumpa Lahiri's The Clothing of Books (2015) is also
awork of non-fiction as well. The work is the reworking of her
speech delivered in Italy at Festival degli Scrittori in 2015. The
speech, after having undergone reworking, published both in
English and Italian in 2015. The work shows her profound
reflection on the art of the book jacket from the viewpoints of
both the reader and the writer. It explores the complex relation
between text and image, author and designer, and art and
commerce.

Her latest work Whereabouts (2021) is a work of
fiction. Through the unnamed narrator, a woman, Lahiri explores
the urban solitude in great detail. While doing so, the narrator
is found to waver between stasis and movement, and the
requirement of having a sense of belonging to something own
and refusal to strike lasting ties with anyone. The work is certainly
an exquisitely nuanced and poignant portrayal of a forlorn
urbanite.

All these works of Jhumpa Lahiri undoubtedly prove
her versatility as a writer. Her oeuvre constitutes a rich tapestry
in contemporary world literature. Given the depth and the artistry
of her works The Hindu has rightly summed up her genius in the
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blurb to In other Words: "One of the best writers of the 21st
century." m
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Political Relations between India
and Neighboring Countries

Riju Devi
Ex Student, DMM

India and Pakistan

After the dissolution of the British Raj in1947 two new
sovereign nations were formed- the Dominion of India and the
dominion of Pakistan. Pakistan was an outcome of two nation
theory.

India and Pakistan have been at loggerheads since the
partition of India in 1947 was done by the Britishers. The first
war fought between the two two countries which were earlier
a part of a unified bigger India was fought in the year of 1947
itself.

The War of 1947- This war is called the first Kashmir
War. It began in October 1947 and the consequence was the
accession of Jammu and Kashmir by India. Pakistan was
under the fear that Maharaja Hari Singh would accede to
India. It was after the partition done by British, that the princely
states were given three options

1.Accede to India

2. Accede to Pakistan

3. Remain Independent
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Jammu and Kashmir had a majority of Muslim
population and a significant number of Hindus as well. The
tribal Islamic forces met and joined the army of Pakistan and
occupied some parts of the princely state. This left Maharaja
Hari Singh to choice but to accede to India and receive
military aid. This issue was taken to the UN Security Council
and Resolution 47 was passed on April 22,1948. The Line Of
Control was born that day. At 23:59 hours on January 1,
1949, a ceasefire was declared. India had control of 2/3rds
of Jammu and Kashmir whereas Pakistan gained Gilgit
Balistan and Azad Kashmir. India calls it Pakistan occupied
Kashmir.

The Indian (eastern) side of the ceasefire line is referred
to as Jammu and Kashmir state. Both countries refer to the
other side of the ceasefire line as "occupied" territory.

1954- The accession of Jammu and Kashmir to India
is rectified by the State's constituent assembly. The Jammu and
Kashmir constituent assembly approves a constitution . India,
from the point of the 1954 rectification and 1957 constitution,
begins to refer to Jammu and Kashmir as an integral part of
the Indian union.

1963- Following the 1962 Sino-Indian war, the foreign
ministers of India and Pakistan-Swaran Singh and Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto- holds talks under the auspices of the British and
Americans regarding the Kashmir dispute. Following the failure
of the 1963 talks, Pakistan refers the Kashmir case to the UN
Security Council.

The war of 1965- There were reminiscences of the
India Pakistan war of 1947 which may have bothered
Pakistan to such a level that it tried to infiltrate Kashmir again.
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The War started after Pakistan's Operation Gibraltar where
the forces from the neighbour tried to get into Indian
Government ruled areas and precipitate an insurgency.

India at the very time launched a full scale military
response against West Pakistan. The war was fought for 17
days and thousands of people were dead or injured on both
sides. The war was also a witness to the largest tanks since
World war 2.

1966- On January 10,1966, Indian Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri and Pakistani President Ayub Khan sign an
agreement at Tashkent ( now in Uzbekistan), agreeing to
withdraw to pre- August lines and that economic and
diplomatic relations would be restored.

The War of 1971- ( Bangladesh Liberation War) India
and Pakistan go to War a third time, this time over East
Pakistan led by Zulfigar Ali Bhutto, refuses to allow Awami
League leader Sheikh Mujibur Rehman whose party won the
majority of seats in the 1970 parliamentary elections, to
assume the premiership.

The Pakistani army surrenders at Dhaka, and its army
of more than 90,000 become prisoners of war. Hostilities
lasted 13 days, making this one of the shortest wars in
modern history. East Pakistan becomes the independent
country of Bangladesh on December 6, 1971.

1972- Pakistani Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi sign an agreement in the
Indian town of Simla, in which both countries agree to "put an
end to the conflict and confrontation that have hitherto marred
their relations and work for the promotion of a friendly and
harmonious relationship and the establishment of a durable
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peace in the subcontinent." The Simla Agreement designates
the ceasefire line of December 17, 1971, as being the new
"Line-of-Control (LoC)"

1974- The Kashmiri state government affirms that the
state "is a constituent unit of the Union of India". Pakistan
rejects the accord with the Indian government.

1988- The two countries sign an agreement that neither
side will attack the other's nuclear installations or facilities. Both
sides agree to share information on the latitudes and longitudes
of all nuclear installations. This agreement is later ratified, and
the two countries share information on January 1 each year
since then.

1989- Armed resistance to Indian rule in the Kashmir
Valley begins. Muslim political parties, after accusing the state
government of rigging the 1987 state legislative elections, form
activist wings.

1991 - The two countries sign agreements on providing
advance notification of military exercises, manoeuvres and
troop movements, as well as on preventing airspace violations
and establishing overflight.

1992- A joint declaration prohibiting the use of
chemical weapons is signed in New Delhi.

1996- Following a series of clashes, military officers
from both countries meet at the LoC in order to erase
tensions.

1998- India detonates five nuclear device at Pokhran.
Pakistan responds by detonating six nuclear devices of its own
in the Chaghai Hills. The tests result in international sanctions
being placed on both countries. In the same year, both
countries carry out tests of long-range missiles.
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1999- It is most commonly known the Kargil War.
The Pakistani troops infiltrated across the Line of Control and
occupied Indian territory at Kargil district of Kashmir. India
not just launched a military response but also went
diplomatically after Pakistan. It was within two months of
infiltration that the ridges occupied by them were taken were
taken back by India. There were fear of large-scale military
escalation which then forced the US to pressurized Pakistan
to withdraw. Pakistan faced an international isolation pressure
which also could be harmful for its already sinking economy.

Many units of the Northern Light infantry of Pakistan
had also suffered heavy casualties. Nawaz Sharif informed later
to the international media, that more than 4,000 Pakistani
troops were killed in the operation and that Pakistan had lost
the conflict. This was one of the major defects of Pakistan.
Later many conflicts have been reported on the border. India
has always been following its no attack first policy and only
responds to cross border terrorism. Since long there have
been many military standoffs like Uri strike by Pakistan and
response of surgical strike by India.

Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee meets with
Nawaz Sharif, his Pakistani counterpart, in Lahore. The two
sign the Lahore Declaration, the first major agreement between
the two countries since the 1972 Shimla Accord, and agree to
undertake a number of 'Confidence Building Measures'
(CBMs).

In October 1999, General Pervez Musharraf, the
Pakistani chief of army staff, leads a military coup, deposing
Nawaz Sharif, the then Prime Minister, and installing himself as
the head of the government.
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2001- Tensions along the Line of Control remain high,
with 38 people killed in an attackon the Kashmiri assembly in
Srinagar. Following that attack, Farooq Abdullah,the chief
minister of Indian-adminstered Kashmir, calls on the Indian
government to launch a full-scale military operation against
alleged training camps in Pakistan.

2002- President Musharraf pledges that Pakistan will
combat extremism on its own soil,but affirms that the country
has a right to Kashmir.

2003- After Musharraf calls for a ceasefire along the
LoC during a UN General Assembly meeting in September,
the two countries reach an agreement to cool tensions and
cease hostilities across the de facto border.

2004- Vajpayee and Musharraf hold direct talks at the
12th SAARC summit in Islamabad in January, and the two
countries foreign secretaries meet later in the year. This year
marks the beginning of the Composite Dialogue Process, in
which bilateral meetings are held between officials at various
levels of Government ( including foreign ministers, foreign
secretaries, military officers, border security officilas, anti-
narcotics and nuclear experts.

2007-On February 18, the train service between India
and Pakistan (the Samjhauta Express) is bombed near
Panipat,north of New Delhi. Sixty-eight people are killed, and
dozens injured.

2008- On November26, armed gunmen open fire on
civilians at several sites in Mumbai, India. The attacks on the
Taj Mahal Palace& Tower, the Oberoi Trident Hotel, the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, Leopold Café, Cama Hospital,
Nariman House Jewish community centre, Metro Cinema, St
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Xavier's College and in a lane near the Times of India office,
prompt an almost three-day siege of the Taj. More than 160
people are killed in the attacks . Ajmal Kasab,the only
attacker captured alive. In the wake of the attacks, India
breaks off talks with Pakistan.

2009- The Pakistani government admits that the
Mumbai attacks may have been partly planned on Pakistani
soil, while vigorously denying allegations that the plotters were
sanctioned or aided by Pakistan's intelligence agencies. In
August, India give Pakistan a new dossier of evidence
regarding the Mumbai attacks,asking it to prosecute Hafiz
Mohammad Saeed, the head of Jamaat-ud-Dawa, an Islamic
charity with ties to Lashkar -e-Taiba.

2012- In November, India executes Pakistani national
Kasab, the lone survivor of a fighter squad that killed 166
people in a rampage through the financial capital Mumbai in
2008, hanging him just days before the fourth anniversary of
the attack.

2013- In January, India and Pakistan trade accusations
of violating the ceasefire in Kashmir, with Islamabad accusing
Indian troops of a cross-border raid that killed a soldier and
India charging that Pakistani shelling destroyed a home on its
side.

2014- On February 12, India and Pakistan agree to
release trucks held in their respective territories, ending a
three-week impasse triggered by the seizure of a truck in
India-administered Kashmir coming from across the de facto
Line of Control for allegedly carrying brown sugar. On May
25, Pakistan releases 151 Indian fishermen from its jails in a
goodwill ahead of the swearing in ceremony of Narendra
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Modi as prime Minister. On May 27,Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi holds talks with Pakistan's Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif in New Delhi. Both sides express willingness to
begin a new era of bilateral relations.

2015- Modi makes a surprise visit to the Pakistani
eastern city of Lahore on Sharif's birthday and the wedding of
his grand- daughter.

2016- India launches what it calls "surgical strikes" on
"terrorist units" in Pakistan-administered Kashmir in
September, less than two weeks after an attack on an Indian
army base leaves 19 soldiers dead. Pakistan denies the attacks
took place. In November, seven Indian soldiers are killed after
rebels disguised as policemen storm a major army base near
the frontier with Pakistan.

2019- In the early hours of February 26, India conducts
air attacks against what it calls Pakistan- based rebel group
Jaish-e-Mohammad(JeM)'s biggest training camp", killing "a
very large number of terrorists".

In the bilateral brief between India and Pakistan
(February 2020). India stands by its " Neighbourhood First
Policy" and desires normal relations with Pakistan in an
environment which is free of terror and violence.

India and China

A On 1 April, 1950, India became the first non-socialist
bloc country to establish diplomatic relations with the People's
Republic of China. Prime Minister Nehru visited China in
October 1954. Though the border conflict in 1962 was a
setback to ties, Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's landmark visit
in 1988 marked the beginning of improvement in bilateral
relations. In 1993, the signing of an Agreement on the
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Maintenance of Peace and Tranquility along the Line of Actual
Control on the India-China Border Areas during Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao's visit reflected the growing stability
in bilateral ties. This was followed by signing of the
'Confidence-Building Measures in the Military Field along the
Line of Actual Control in the India-China Border Areas' in
1996.

O The cumulative outcomes of various bilateral high-
level visits have added value and substance to bilateral ties.
During Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee's visit in 2003,
India and China signed the Declaration on Principles for
Relations and Comprehensive Cooperation and also mutually
decided to appoint Special Representatives (SRS) to explore
the framework of a boundary settlement. During the April
2005 visit of Premier Wen Jiabao, the two sides established
a Strategic and Cooperative Partnership for Peace and
Prosperity. The bilateral high-level visits continued with
President Hu Jintao visiting India in 2006, followed by Premier
Wen Jiabao's visit in 2010. PM Dr. Manmohan Singh visited
China in 2008 and 2013.

Q India-China bilateral relations have expanded and
become diversified in the past decade. During the visit of
President Xi Jinping to India in September 2014, the two
sides redefined the bilateral engagement as Closer
Developmental Partnership. In addition, a total of 16
agreements were signed in various sectors including,
commerce & trade, railways, space- cooperation,
pharmaceuticals, establishment of industrial parks, and sister-
city arrangements. The two sides also signed a MoU to open
the Nathu La route for Kailash Mansarovar Yatra.
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Q Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited China in May
2015 and held meetings with President Xi Jinping and Premier
Li Keqiang. During the visit, Prime Minister Modi and Premier
Li Keqgiang also addressed the opening session of the First
State/Provincial Leaders' Forum in Beijing. 24 agreements
were signed on the government-to-government side, 26 MoUs
on the business-to- business side and two joint statements,
including one on climate change.

O President Pranab Mukherjee made a state visit to
China in May 2016. He visited Guangdong and Beijing where
he met with the Chinese leadership. During the visit, ten MoUs
in the field of education and research were concluded.

Q In April 2018 Prime Minister Modi and President Xi
held the first Informal Summit in Wuhan to exchange views on
overarching issues of bilateral and global importance and
elaborated upon their respective visions and priorities for
national development. The two leaders agreed to significantly
enhance efforts to build on the convergences through the
established mechanisms in order to create the broadest
possible platform for the relationship. The dialogue helped in
forging a common understanding of the future direction of
India-China relations built upon mutual respect for each
other's developmental aspirations and prudent management of
differences with mutual sensitivity.

Q The Second Informal Summit between Prime Minister
Modi and President Xi held in Chennai on 11-12 October
2019. The Summit discussed ways to further deepen India-
China bilateral interaction. The Summit recognized that India
and China were factors for stability in the current international
landscape and that both sides should properly manage their
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differences and not allow them to become disputes.

O The two leaders also visited each other's countries to
attend various multilateral summits. Prime Minister Modi
visited China to participate in the G20 Summit in Hangzhou
(Sept 2016), BRICS Summit in Xiamen (Sept 2017) and
SCO Summit in Qingdao (June 2018). President Xi visited
India in October 2016 to participate in the BRICS Summit in
Goa. Prime Minister Modi and President Xi met on the
sidelines of the SCO Leaders' Summit in Bishkek on 13 June
2019, which was their first meeting after the re-election of
Prime Minister Modi. They also met on the sidelines of the
14th G- 20 Summit in Osaka on 30 June 2019 and at the
11th BRICS Summit in Brasilia on 13 November 2019.

O Bilateral relations have been adversely impacted by
the continuing situation because of the incidents along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in Eastern Ladakh in April-May
2020
Other high-level visits and mechanisms

O India and China have more than thirty dialogue
mechanisms at various levels, covering bilateral political,
economic, cultural, people-to-people, consular matters as well
as dialogues on regional and global issues. Frequency of
meetings of these mechanisms got impacted because of the
current status of bilateral relations as well as strict travel
restrictions imposed by the Chinese side on account of China's
COVID-19 policy.

The Foreign Ministers have been meeting including on
the sidelines of multilateral events. Foreign Minister Wang Yi
visited Delhi in the capacity of Special Envoy of the President
in June 2014, when he called on PM Modi and had bilateral

=it So8



discussions with EAM. He also visited Goa and Delhi in
August 2016, where he had separate meetings with Chief
Minister and Governor of Goa, EAM and also called-on the
Prime Minister. He also took part in the RIC Foreign Ministers
Meeting in December 2017 in New Delhi. During this visit,
Wang Yi had also called-on the Hon'ble President, and held
bilateral meetings with EAM and NSA. Foreign Minister Wang
Yi again visited India from 21-24 December 2018 to lead a
multi-ministry delegation for the inaugural meeting of the High-
Level Mechanism (HLM) on Cultural and People-to-People
Exchanges, an important outcome of the Wuhan Summit.
During the visit, he also had meetings with NSA and
Maharastra Chief Minister, Devendra Fadnavis, and also
called on President Ram Nath Kovind. On 25 March 2022,
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited India and held
meetings with EAM and NSA.

0 EAM Smt. Sushma Swaraj visited Beijing in February
2015 for the Russia-India-China (RIC) Foreign Ministers'
meeting. In April 2018, EAM visited Beijing for the SCO
Council of Foreign Ministers, when she also called on Vice
President Wang Qishan, and in February 2019 she
participated in the RIC Foreign Ministers' Meeting in Wuzhen.
She also had bilateral meetings with Foreign Minister Wang Yi
during these visits. EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar paid an official visit
to China from 11 to 13 August 2019, during which he held a
bilateral meeting and co-chaired the 2nd meeting of the India-
China High-level Mechanism (HLLM) on Cultural and People-
to-People Exchanges with Chinese Foreign Minister Mr. Wang
Yi in Beijing. Five MOUS on cooperation in the fields of
sports, culture, museums and traditional medicine, as well as
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on exchanges between the two Foreign Ministries were signed
during the visit. During the visit, EAM also met with the Vice
President of China Mr. Wang Qishan. Recently, both Foreign
Ministers met on the sidelines of the SCO Foreign Ministers'
Meetings in Moscow (10 September 2020), Dushanbe (14
July 2021 and 16 September 2021), and on the sidelines of
G-20 in Bali.

Following establishment of the mechanism of Special
Representatives (SR) on the India-China Boundary Question
in 2003, 22 rounds of talks have been held. The 22nd round
of talks between Mr. Ajit Doval, National Security Advisor
and Mr. Wang Yi, Foreign Minister & State Councillor was
held in New Delhi on 21 December 2019. An Agreement on
the Establishment of a Working Mechanism for Consultation
and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs (WMCC)
was signed during the 15th Round of SR talks in New Delhi
in January 2012. Since June 2020, the two sides have been
engaged in discussions through the WMCC and Senior
Commander's Meeting (SCM) for disengagement in the
border areas along the LAC in Eastern Ladakh. The WMCC
has held 25 meetings, with the latest one held on 14 October
2022. 17 rounds of Senior Commanders' Meeting (SCM)
mechanism have been held so far. This process has led to
successful disengagement at several friction points. Diplomatic
and military discussions to achieve complete disengagement in
all friction areas are ongoing.

Following establishment of the mechanism of Special
Representatives (SR) on the India-China Boundary Question
in 2003, 22 rounds of talks have been held. The 22nd round
of talks between Mr. Ajit Doval, National Security Advisor
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and Mr. Wang Yi, Foreign Minister & State Councillor was
held in New Delhi on 21 December 2019. An Agreement on
the Establishment of a Working Mechanism for Consultation
and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs (WMCC)
was signed during the 15th Round of SR talks in New Delhi
in January 2012. Since June 2020, the two sides have been
engaged in discussions through the WMCC and Senior
Commander's Meeting (SCM) for disengagement in the
border areas along the LAC in Eastern Ladakh. The WMCC
has held 25 meetings, with the latest one held on 14 October
2022. 17 rounds of Senior Commanders' Meeting (SCM)
mechanism have been held so far. This process has led to
successful disengagement at several friction points. Diplomatic
and military discussions to achieve complete disengagement in
all friction areas are ongoing.

Q The 1st reconstituted Strategic Dialogue between the
then Foreign Secretary, Dr. S Jaishankar and the Chinese
Executive Vice Foreign Minister Mr. Zhang Yesui was held in
February 2017. Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale and Vice
Foreign Minister Mr. Kong Xuanyou have met in Beijing in
February 2018, in New Delhi in April and June 2018, and
again in April 2019 in Beijing, as part ofregular diplomatic
consultations.

India and China have also had exchanges in the field of
defence. The then Raksha Mantri (RM) Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman paid a visit to Beijing in April 2018 for the SCO
Defense Minister's meeting. During the visit, she also held
bilateral meeting with Chinese Defense Minister Wei Fenghe.
Chinese Defense Minister Wei Fenghe paid an official visit to
India in August 2018 and held discussions with the then RM.
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The two Defence Ministers also met on the sidelines of the
SCO Defence Ministers Meeting in Moscow on 04
September 2020.

The 9th India-China Annual Defence and Security
Dialogue (ADSD) was held in Beijing on 13 November 2018.
The dialogue was co- chaired by the Defence Secretary of
India and the Deputy Chief of Joint Staff Department of
Central Military Commission of China. Two Chinese naval
ships participated in the International Fleet Review conducted
at Visakhapatnam in February 2016. Two Indian naval ships,
the INS Kolkata and the INS Shakti took part in the
International Fleet Review in Qingdao, Shandong in April
2019, held as part of the 70th anniversary celebrations of the
People's Liberation Army (PLA) Navy. The 8th edition of
India-China Joint Training Exercise (Hand-in-Hand 2019) was
held from 06 to 20 December 2019 at Umroi in Meghalaya,
wherein 130 soldiers from both sides jointly conducted
Counter-Terrorism and Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief exercise. A delegation of the Indian Army , led by
General Officer Commanding in Chief, Northern Command,
Lt. Gen Ranbir Singh, visited China on an official engagement
from 7-10 January 2020.

India and China also have a High-Level Dialogue
Mechanism on Counter Terrorism and Security, led by
Chairman (JIC) on the Indian side and the Secretary General
of the Central Political and Legal Affairs Commission of the
Chinese Communist Party on the Chinese side. The mechanism
first met in Beijing in September 2016. Minister of Public
Security, Mr. Zhao Kezhi also visited India in October 2018
and co-chaired the first India-China High Level Meeting on
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Bilateral Security Cooperation with Home Minister Shri
Rajnath Singh. An MOU on cooperation in security and law
enforcement was also signed.

Furthering interaction between scholars, academicians,
experts and strategic thinkers on both sides, the 4th India-
China Think Tank Forum was held from 28-29 November
2019. A 15-member delegation led by Director General of the
Indian Council of World Affairs ICWA) Ambassador T.C.A.
Raghavan visited China to participate in the forum, which was
co-organized by ICWA and the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (CASS). The 8th ICWA- Chinese People's Institute
of Foreign Affairs (CPIFA) Dialogue was also held on 16
November 2022 in virtual format.

Both India and China have maintained regular exchanges
on cooperation in the field of water resources. During the visit
of the President of the People's Republic of China to India in
November 2006, it was agreed to set up an Expert-Level
Mechanism to discuss interaction and cooperation on
provision of flood season hydrological data, emergency
management and other issues regarding trans-border Rivers as
agreed between them. Accordingly, the two sides have set up
the Joint Expert Level Mechanism through a Joint Declaration
by both the countries. The ELM meetings are held alternately
in India and China every year. Thirteen meetings of ELM have
been held so far (twelve meetings held physically, alternatively
in India and China). The 13th meeting of ELM was held on
18th May 2022 through virtual format
India and Bangladesh

India and Bangladesh

Three sides of Bangladesh's land border are shared with
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India, and one side runs along the Bay of Bengal. India and
Bangladesh share 4096.7 km. of border, which is the longest
land boundary that India shares with any of its neighbours.

India was the first country to recognize Bangladesh as
a separate and independent state and established diplomatic
relations with the country immediately after its independence
in December 1971 as a friendly South Asian neighbour.

Bangladesh occupies a key place in India's
Neighbourhood First policy. India's links with Bangladesh are
civilisational, cultural, social and economic. There is much that
unites the two countries- a shared history and common
heritage, linguistic and cultural ties, passion for music, literature
and the arts. Also, Rabindranath Tagore, created the National
Anthems of both India and Bangladesh.

However, there still remain major issues such as river
water disputes (Teesta River water sharing), aiding illegal
immigrants, and drug trades remain between India and
Bangladesh, that must be addressed.

How is India's Relation with Bangladesh ?

® Economic Ties: The geographical proximity of India
to Bangladesh has made it one of its biggest trading partners.
Bangladesh is the 6th largest trade partner of India.

O India has provided duty free quota free access to
Bangladesh on all tariff lines except tobacco and alcohol under
South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) since 2011.

The bilateral trade between two countries has jumped
to USD 18.2 billion in 2021-22 as compared to USD 10.8
billion in 2020-21.

0 6 Border Haats (4 in Meghalaya and 2 in Tripura), have
been approved by the Indian and Bangladesh governments.
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® Sharing of River Waters: India and Bangladesh share
54 common rivers. The Ganga Waters Treaty signed in 1996
for sharing of waters of river Ganga during lean season
(January 1-May 31).

0 Most recently, the Kushiyara Pact was signed that will
benefit people in Southern Assam and the Sylhet region in
Bangladesh. Connectivity: India and Bangladesh share 4096.7
Km. of border, which touches Assam, Tripura, Mizoram,

Meghalaya and West Bengal. Transit and trade through
inland waterways have been governed by a long standing and
time-tested protocol between Bangladesh and India.

Agartala-Akhaura Rail-Link will be the first rail route
between Northeast India and Bangladesh.

® Power and Energy Sector Cooperation: Energy
sector cooperation between India and Bangladesh has also
seen considerable progress in the last few years.

Q The India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline Project,
signed in 2018, will connect Siliguri in West Bengal in India
and Parbatipur in Dinajpur district of Bangladesh.

® India and Bangladesh have also signed the the
Hydrocarbon Sector.

Framework of Understanding (FOU) on Cooperation

® Tourism: According to the Ministry of Tourism,
Bangladesh accounted for the largest share of foreign tourist
arrivals in India in 2020, including tens of thousands of people
who come to the country for medical treatment.
Major Issues

Teesta River Water Dispute: Teesta river flows from
India to the Bay of Bengal through Bangladesh. Almost half a
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dozen districts in West Bengal are dependent on this river. It
is also a major source of irrigation to the paddy growing
greater Rangpur region of Bangladesh.

0 Bangladesh complains that it does not get a fair share
of the water. Since water is a state subject in India, the
bottleneck lies in the non-consensus between the state
government of Bengal and central government

®m Meanwhile, no treaty has been signed yet to resolve
the Teesta water-sharing dispute between the two nations.

Illegal Migration: Illegal immigration from Bangladesh to
India, which includes both refugees and economic migrants,
continues unabated.

0 Large influx of such migrants across the boundary has
posed serious socio-economic-political problems for the
people of Indian states bordering Bangladesh with serious
implications for its resources and national security.

Q The issue was further complicated when the Rohingya
refugees originally from Myanmar started infiltrating into India
through Bangladesh

m Also, the National Register of Citizens (NRC), that is
expected to deter future migrants from Bangladesh from
entering India illegally has also triggered a major concern in
Bangladesh.

® Drug Smuggling & Trafficking: There have been many
incidences of cross border drug smuggling & trafficking.
Humans (especially children & women) are trafficked &
various animal & bird species are poached through these
borders.

® Terrorism: The borders are susceptible to terrorist
infiltration. A number of outfits are trying to spread their
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tentacles across India, such as Jamaat-ul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB).

m JMB is listed as a terror group by Bangladesh, India,
Malaysia and the United Kingdom.

0 Recently, The National Investigation Agency has filed
a charge-sheet against 6 members of the JMB in a special
court in Bhopal.

® Growing Chinese Influence in Bangladesh: At present,
Bangladesh is an active partner in the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) (India is not a part of BRI).

India and Nepal
2.2. INDIA-NEPAL

India-Nepal overview

India and Nepal share unique ties of friendship and
cooperation characterized by an open border and deep-rooted
people-to- people contacts of kinship and culture.

India and Nepal have recently unveiled several initiatives
and agreements during the visit of the Prime Minister of Nepal
to India.

Nepal shares a border of over 1850 km with five
Indian states-

Sikkim, West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and
Uttarakhand.

The India-Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship of
1950 forms the bedrock of the special relations that exist
between India and Nepal

Nepal.

Importance of Nepal for India

O Strategic location of Nepal as it acts as a natural
security buffer between India and China.

(G i - I TINO)



India's internal security: The harmonious relations
between the two countries is necessary to curb terrorism and
Maoism.

Security of india and aided development projects such
as cross border railways, Pacheshwar multipurpose project,
bridges over Mahakali river etc.

Flood water management and development of
hydropower.

People to people connect and empowerment of
Madhesis

(residents of Terai region in at the foothill of the
Himalayas on the border with India in Bihar) to avoid political
spillovers on India.

® Various MoUs were signed for-

Development of Dodhara Chandani check post along
India-Nepal Border,

Development of Phukot- Karnali Hydroelectric project

Cross Border Payments

Laying the 2nd cross-border petroleum pipeline
between Siliguri in India and Jhapa in Nepal.

Extension of Motihari-Amlekhganj pipeline to Chitwan.

Power sector- India agreed to the first trilateral power
trade from Nepal to Bnagladesh through India for up to 40
megawatts of power.

TREATY OF TRANSIT- Revised treaty of transit that
would provide Nepal access to inland waterways of India.

O Hydropower cooperation: Project Development
Agreement of Lower Arun Hydroelectric Project

m Connectivity:

Line of credit of $680 million by India to fund three
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major transmission corridors in Nepal -Bheri Corridor, ?
Nijgadh-Inaruwa Corridor and Gandak-Nepalgunj corridor.

India to fund and build two additional bridges across the
Mahakali River.

Inaugural run of the cross-border freight rail operations
between Bathnaha in India and Nepal custom yard on the
Jogbani-Biratnagar rail link.

Handing over of Kurtha-Bijalpura rail section of the
Jaynagar-Kurtha passenger rail link to Nepal.

Major areas of engagement between India and Nepal

®m Economic cooperation: India is the largest trading
partner of Nepal and highest source of FDI. Bilateral trade
crossed US$ 7 billion in FY 2019-20.

Connectivity and Development Partnership: India has
been assisting Nepal in development of border infrastructure
through upgradation of roads, development of cross-border
rail links and increasing the overall economic assistance.

® Multilateral Co-operation: Such as BBIN
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, and Nepal), BIMSTEC (Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation), Non-Aligned Movement, and SAARC etc.

® Defence Cooperation: India assists in modernizing
Nepal Army through equipment supply and training.
Recruitment of Nepalese soldiers in Gorkha regiments of the
Indian Army. Joint military exercises (e.g., Surya Kiran) and
disaster assistance.

® Energy Cooperation: India and Nepal have a Power
Exchange Agreement since 1971 for meeting the power
requirements in the border areas.

0 South Asia's first cross-border petroleum products
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pipeline, constructed and funded by Indian Oil Corporation
Ltd., connecting Motihari in India to Amlekhgunj in Nepal was
inaugurated in 2019.

®m Hydropower cooperation: India and Nepal recently
signed an MOU to develop the West Seti and Seti River
(SR6) projects (1,200 MW) and also agreed to take forward
the Sapta Kosi high dam project on Kosi river.

0 West Seti River is a tributary of Karnali River located
in the far western region of Nepal. o Other projects include
Mahakali Treaty (6,480 MW), the Upper Karnali Project
(900 MW) and the Arun - III projects (900 MW) in western
and eastern Nepal, respectively.

Culture: Swami Vivekananda Centre for Indian Culture
was set up in Kathmandu to showcase the best of Indian
culture. India International Centre for Buddhist Culture and
Heritage was inaugurated in Lumbini, Nepal.

India and Sri Lanka

The Tamil National Alliance (TNA), the largest
parliamentary grouping of Tamil parties in Sri Lanka has
rejected the Sri Lankan President's offer to implement the 13th
Amendment of the Sri Lankan Constitution without police
powers.

®m This rejection by the TNA assumes significance
before the President's scheduled visit to India, as India has
consistently emphasized the "full implementation" of this
legislation, which is vital for addressing the historic demand of
Sri Lankan Tamils for self-determination.

About:

The 13th Amendment was enacted after the Indo-

Lanka Accord of 1987, and it remains the only legislative
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guarantee of power devolution to the provinces.

Indo-Lanka Accord 1987 was signed by the then Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and President J.R. Jayawardene, to
resolve Sri Lanka's ethnic conflict that had aggravated into a
full-fledged civil war, between the armed forces and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, which led the struggle for
Tamils' self-determination and sought a separate state.

The 13th Amendment, which led to the creation of
Provincial Councils, assured a power sharing arrangement to
enable all nine provinces in the country, including Sinhala
majority areas, to self- govern.

O Subjects such as education, health, agriculture,
housing, land and police are devolved to the provincial
administrations, but because of restrictions on financial powers
and overriding powers given to President, the provincial
administrations have not made much headway.

m However, successive governments in Sri Lanka have
refused to grant land and police powers to the provinces,
leading to unresolved issues since the civil war ended 14 years
ago.

m President's Proposal and TNA's Response:

® The Sri Lankan President presented a comprehensive
dossier to Tamil political parties, outlining plans for truth-
seeking,reconciliation, accountability, development, and power
devolution.

The proposal included implementing the 13th
Amendment, except for police powers, and empowering
provincial councils through various Bills.

0 However, the TNA rejected the proposal, calling it a
"hollow promise," citing a lack of political will to genuinely
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devolve power, as provincial councils have been defuncting
for five years without elections.

0 The Tamil National People's Front and civil society
leaders expressed concerns to the Indian Prime Minister,
urging a federal solution due to limitations of the 13th
Amendment under a unitary constitution.

About:

® India and Sri Lanka are two South Asian nations
situated in the Indian Ocean region. Geographically, Sri Lanka
is located just off the southern coast of India, separated by the
Palk Strait.

This proximity has played a significant role in shaping
the relationship between the two countries.

O The Indian Ocean is a strategically important
waterway for trade and military operations, and Sri Lanka's
location at the crossroads of major shipping lanes makes it a
critical point of control for India.

Relations:

O Historical Ties: India and Sri Lanka have a long
history of cultural, religious, and trade ties dating back to
ancient times.

O There are strong cultural ties between the two
countries, with many Sri Lankans tracing their heritage to
India. Buddhism, which originated in India, is also an important
religion in Sri Lanka.

0 Economic ties: India is Sri Lanka's third largest export
destination, after the US and UK. More than 60% of Sri
Lanka's exports enjoy the benefits of the India-Sri Lanka
Free Trade Agreement. India is also a major investor in Sri
Lanka.
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Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) from India amounted
to around USD 1.7 billion over the years from 2005 to 2019.

Q Defence: India and Sri Lanka conduct joint Military
(Mitra Shakti) and Naval exercise (SLINEX).

O Participation in Groupings: Sri Lanka is also a
member of groupings like BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative
for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) and
SAARC in which India plays a leading role.

References:-

Q Internet
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Arunima Bhuyan
Ex. Student, Addi SP Sadiya.

Gitali : In which year did you study at Digboi Mabhila

Mahavidyalaya?

Arunima : [ joined Digboi Mahila Mahavidyalaya in the year
1997 for my Graduation.

Gitali : Please mention one memorable incident during your

study period this college.
Arunima : While in college I was known to be a shy kind of
a girl and I do remember we, the girls of English
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Gitali :

Arunima :

Gitali :

Arunima :

major, once took part in a cultural program where
we enected a musical drama named ‘Modern
Ramayana’ . In that drama I was in the lead role
of Ram and everyone, including my teachers were
quite surprised by our performance, we enjoyed
like anything while in college. Those were the
golden days of my life and I will always cherish
those memories.

What are you differences between present
atmosphere of the college and that you got at the
time of your study.

Recently I visited my college and I have seen some
structural developments but rather than that the
teaching environment seems to be of the same
standard as our college always has a very good
reputation of having a good teaching
environment.As an institution for women’s
education, I highly appreciate the work of all those
personalities who are engaged in giving shape to
this esteemed institution for such a long time.
What would you suggest for the all round
development of the college.

For the overall development of an educational
institution, it is quite important that co curricular
and vocational activities are given as much
importance as the bookish knowledge. And as I
have been in touch with our college in recent days,
I am quite aware that Digboi Mabhila
Mahavidyalaya has kept itself abreast with all
these and has organised seminars and sports
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events, in order to cater to the needs of all the
young students.
Thankyou Arunima Bhuyan. m

ki

Sangita Pasi

Ex. Student, Department of Economics, DMM.

Advocate, Former Subdivisional Judicial Magistrate,
Margherita, worked as a Member (Attached) of the Foreigners

Tribunal in Tinisukia and subsequently in the Foreigners
Tribunal at South Salmara under the Govt. Of Assam.

Gitali :
Sangita:
Gitali :

Sangita :

In which year did you study at Digboi Mahila
Mahavidyalaya?

Graduated in the year 2000 with a Major in
Economics(1st class) ...

Please mention one memorable incident during your
study period this collage.

The college days were beautiful... The then
Principal was Respected Lt Dr. Kanteswar Deka
Sir..he was a pioneer of the college . Everything
about the college was so wonderful , the
coordination of students and our respected
lecturers were very good.. ... I remember my
lectures Madam Jayshree, Ruby Mam, Ajanta
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Gitali :

Sangita :

Gitali :

Sangita :

Mam, Roma Mam (all from Economics dept) and
Jovial Kalita Sir very fondly... I feel lucky that they
were our guide and teachers.Infact each and every
department are blessed with quality lectures.
What are you differences between present
atmosphere of the college and that you got at the
time of your study.
I have not been to the college since long so
actually cannot comment on the changes that have
taken place. It’s a college of excellence for women
imparting quality education infusing cultural and
moral education for overall empowerment of
women.. and i m proud to be student of Digboi
Mahila Mahavidyalaya.
What would you suggest for the all round
development of the college.
I feel introducing a department of information
technology in the college will benefit the students to
a great extent specially for those students who
have financial strain to acquire knowledge in
computer science in private institutions.
My very best wishes for Digboi Mahila
Mahavidyalaya.

Thankyou Sangita Pasi. ®
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Jayanti Sharma
Ex. Student, Advocate,Guwahati.

Rrsource Person, Indian Institute of Bank Management,

Former :

Gitali :

Jayanti :

Gitali :

Jayanti :

Guwahati.
1. Assistant Professor(guest),Deptt. of Women’s
Studies, Guwahati University.
2. News Presenter, Frontier TV
3. Programme Anchor (casual),Doordarshan, PPE
4. News Anchor, News Live
5. News Coordinator, NE TV.

In which year did you study at Digboi Mahila
Mahavidyalaya?

I spent five beautiful years from 1999 through
2004.

I did both my Higher Secondary and Graduation
from this institution.

Please mention one memorable incident your study
period this college

There are so many memories associated with
DMM. To have to choose one would be doing
real injustice.

However there’s one such incident which I believe
deserves mention.
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It during our final year of graduation and the entire
college was preparing to receive the NAAC Peer
team.

All the departments were gearing up for it and our
rooms were all decked up with new bookshelves,
almirahs and books and academic journals and
what not. Most of the departments also put up a
notice board outside the rooms.

For some reason our department didn’t have one
and somehow our funds were exhausted to the
point that we couldn’t afford one.

But we longingly looked at the other departments
and tried to somehow convince Urmi Ma’am one
last time when she came to take her class.

We were rejected again with explanations as to
how we just couldn’t afford it.

I must have felt dejected and my expression did
little to hide it.

By the end of the class Ma’am stopped teaching
and asked if having a notice board was really that
important that I was sitting with such a grumpy face
in the class.

I must have nodded affirmatively. The next moment
she opened her purse and took out a 500 rupee
note and handed it to one of the hostel girls with
directions to prepare the notice board.

I was so happy and touched that she was ready to
spend her money for me.

My happiness must have shown for she too smiled
and said ‘happy now?’
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Gitali :

Jayanti :

Gitali :

Jayanti:

What are you differences between present
atmosphere of the college and that you got at the
time oh your study.

Oh there are so many!

For starters we have a lady principal at the
moment.

The hostel is within the premises now, which was
not so during our times. (Can’t help reminiscing the
off period umpteenth number of visits to the
college hostel nearby)

Almost the entire college foors have tiled up. The
landscaping around has also improved.

Then, there’s a huge auditorium now. During our
times we had a huge hall in the first floor for
organising programmes which also doubled as the
classroom for the huge Higher Secondary batches.
There’s an advanced computer lab and enhanced
library now.

But then the old library had a charm of it’s own.
(Not a complaint, just pure nostalgia)

The canteen is a huge upgrade from the tiny one of
our times.

What would you suggest for the all round
development of the college.

Our institution is already making a lot of headway
for the development of its students.

However, it would greatly benefit the students to
have legal workshops and boot camps on a
monthly or even semimonthly basis that would
educate on their legal rights.
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Similarly, a crash course in Gender Studies would
also help the students in learning interdisciplinary
methods to place women’s standpoint and
experiences at the center of study, while
examining socio-cultural constructs of gender, apart
from focusing more on the roles, experiences, and
achievements of women in society.
I guess the college could set an example in social
security by providing an anonymous complaint cell
for the students with regard to any issue or
insecurity they might encounter in the institution
without any fear of repercussions.
There also could be facilities for a placement cell
for pass out or final year students.
Availability of a self defence training could also go
a long way in instilling self confidence among the
girls.

Thankyou Jayanti Sharma. =

[ RTINS



A WA
Ex. Student,
Designatio : Nutrition and weight management coach.
Yoga practitioner.
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